
May 14, 2020 
 
Good morning, dear Saints of the Evangelical Free Church of Oroville. It's been a little while 
since I checked in with you and it is time to give you an update. This has been quite a 
challenging time for many of us. Certainly it has been a unique experience. One of the highlights 
for Carol and I recently has been a number of “drive by” visits that we have had with many of 
you. We pull up in our car and, while standing in the yard, or on the steps, or on the porch, we 
visit face-to-face. It has been delightful to do this and, while we will not be able to get to 
everybody, we hope to do many more visits in the days to come. The joy of seeing one another 
only fuels our desire to do more than just having face-to-face visits by distance. 
 
Over the past several weeks, the Elders and I have been praying, watching current events, 
seeking wise counsel, and considering the appropriate timing of events for our church. I believe 
that the time has come for us to start getting back together. Therefore, it is my great pleasure to 
announce that we will begin having in-person worship services starting on May 31, 2020. On 
that day, which happens to be Pentecost Sunday, we will join with literally thousands of 
churches across California and reopen our public worship services on that day. It will be 
wonderful to be together again. 
 
Now this does not mean that we will go back to things as “normal”. We will still need to follow 
guidelines and protocols based on good medical science, and we will be limited, at least initially, 
in what we will do. That will include the number of people we can have in the building at a time. 
Over the next couple of weeks, as we get ready for that day, we will be communicating with you 
concerning the practices and guidelines we will follow on May 31st and beyond. This will 
include a number of details, but my main concern today is to ask you to pray with us and for us. 
Pray that we can get all of the necessary supplies in place, and get our facility properly prepared, 
so that we can join together in corporate worship in a way that is honoring to the LORD and still 
protective of one another. 
 
I hope this news is encouraging to you. It certainly is to us and to all of the church staff. We want 
to see you and be with you. Simply put, it is essential for us to be together. Only as we are 
together, as we experience life together, can we truly live out the commandments we have to 
love one another, serve one another, pray for one another, exhort one another, speak to one 
another with Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. While there will be some limitations on what 
we will do when we initially reopen our church, it is still an important step in moving us back to 
something that seems normal, at least normal for us. 
 
In the meantime, for this weekend and the next, we will continue with our online services. You 
are doing a great job following with us and inviting others to join you in our services. Do not 
stop doing that. In fact, knowing that we will soon start meeting together again face-to-face, this 
should give even more incentive to invite others to join with us. Our prayer all along during this 
time has been that God would use it to grow our church, and to cause each one of us to deepen 
our relationship with the LORD. That emphasis needs to continue. So do what you know is right. 
Spend some time in the Word today. Spend some time praying today. Write someone a letter or 
email today. Give someone a call today. And above all else, rejoice in the LORD today. 
 



I know that there will be many questions that you will have as we prepare to open up our 
campus. As I said, in the weeks to come you, will hear often from us at the church office. There 
will be emails, videos, Facebook postings, and letters giving the information we all need to know 
what to expect and how to respond when we gather back together physically in our own 
sanctuary. Pray for the LORD to be honored in all that we do. Carol joins me in sending our 
greetings. We surely look forward to seeing you, not only this Sunday in a virtual format, but on 
the May 31st in our sanctuary. I close this letter with the opening greeting of Psalm 106: “Praise 
the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, and his steadfast love endures forever.”  
 
Enjoy this day in His marvelous grace. I'll talk to you again soon 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Gregg Hensel 
 


